
NWEA Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1. What does a RIT Score Mean? 

RIT Score is an estimation of a student’s instructional level in growth measurement.  

Similar to a reading level, it measures growth over time in Reading, Language, and Math.   

**The RIT Score can correlate to grade level norms. 

2. What is the Student RIT Projection? 

The projection is the system’s indicator of where they should be based on how they 

performed on the last test.  This is based on the student’s grade level, number of 

instructional weeks and starting RIT score.  It is then compared to the growth research 

data based to construct a projection based on the norm of all other students in the 

same grade level with the same starting RIT and the same number of instructional 

weeks.  

3. What happens if my child does not meet the Projected RIT Score? 

It is important to always set goals with your children.  If they don’t meet a RIT score 

Projection, we encourage you to reach out to your child’s teacher for some additional 

resources that can be used at home.   

4. Will the areas my child received lower scores in be addressed in class? 

Yes.  While also keeping in mind, the test is adaptive and standards based therefore, 

students may come across questions that may not have learned yet.   

5. Will this information be used to help place my child in extra help? 

The information from NWEA will be a component along with several others that help 

determine Academic Intervention Services.  

6. What does +/-Std Err mean?  

 

This is a measurement tool to help teachers determine how well the test adapted for 

the student. (Standard Error of Measure) 

 

7. What if my child did well in one area but not another? 

That means NWEA identified a relative strength or need in the student’s performance.  

8. Does this assessment compare students to other students in their class, grade or 

district?  

 

At this time, this time this assessment is not being used for comparisons.  After a full 

year implementation, grade level district norms can be established.  
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9. Will parents be informed of the test date so that we can prepare our children? 

The information provided by NWEA is primarily used internally for teachers to target 

instruction.  The administration should replicate a typical school day.   

10. Can I meet with my child’s teacher to discuss what this means?  

When student reports are released to parents, we encourage parents to discuss their 

results with teachers if they have any questions.  

11. Why did Garden City choose NWEA over other assessments? 

 

NWEA was selected because of the comprehensive information it provides, its’ ability to 

develop a growth measurement, and computerized testing format. 

 

12. What is the sample size for the norm referenced and when was the last time it was 

referenced?  

It is the most normed assessment and the last norm set was done in 2015 with 10 

million students.  

 


